Penile prosthesis implantation surgery: a statewide population based analysis of 2354 patients.
Minimally invasive therapy for erectile dysfunction (ED) has changed the frequency of penile prosthesis surgery. The purpose of this study is to describe the changes in frequency, hospital stay, hospital charges and penile prosthesis type in North Carolina. The data source was a statewide hospital discharge database which includes data on hospitalized patients for all 151 hospitals in North Carolina. From 1988-1993, 2354 patients underwent implantation of penile prostheses. The total number of penile prostheses implanted has declined over this six year period. Similarly, hospital stay has declined from an average of 4.03-2.96 d with a 46.6% decrease in total hospital days. Despite this change in hospital stay, hospital charges rose significantly from an average of $7252.48 to $12,842.18 driving total charges from $2973,516.80 to $3,826,969.60 (1993) representing a 28.7% increase. Minimally invasive therapy and changes in reimbursement have had a major impact on the number of patients undergoing penile prosthesis implantation for ED. This downward trend may continue as more treatment options develop from the marked increase in research in this field. However, this may result in an increase of patients seeking treatment overall.